TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS*   SCHOOL

the introduction of work which is intended to be a
direct continuation of the spontaneous drawing of a
child in the Infants' School.

Children's Drawings as an Indication of
their Mental Development

So consistent to type are the spontaneous drawings of
children through infancy and childhood that psycholo-
gists have come to regard them as an indication of
mental growth. Professor Burt, using the "sampling"
method, has prepared an age scale for children from
three to fourteen years, by means of which a teacher can
study the mental development of the children in her class.

Using the human figure as test material, Burt col-
lected a large number of drawings of cea man" from
children of school age. From these, a "median5' or
average sample was selected for each age. By comparing
a child's drawing of a man with this median sample, it is
possible to arrive at his mental age by means of the
drawing scale.

Dr. Goodenough, using the same test material, has
prepared a simple numerical scale of measurement.
She found definite progression from infancy to child-
hood in the attempt to portray the human figure,
shown by the addition of fresh features and the turning
of the figure from full face to profile representation.

By finding the chronological age at which certain
features commonly appear, it was possible to make an
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